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  SUSAN D. CARLE 
  
 301.325.2650 (cell) 
 scarle@wcl.american.edu 
 

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT  
 

Permanent Appointment  
 
American University Washington College of Law, Washington, 
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Jean and Edgar Cahn Article Award, National Equal Justice Library, for “From Buchanan to 
Button: Legal Ethics and the Early NAACP (Part II),” awarded “for distinguished 
scholarship on the subject of equal access to justice.” (2005)  

 
American University, University-Wide Award for Outstanding Scholarship, Research, Creative 

Activity, and Other Professional Contributions (2015)  
  
Washington College of Law Pauline Ruyle Moore Scholar Award for Defining the Struggle: 

National Organizing for Racial Justice, 1880-1915 (2016) 
 
Elizabeth Payne Cubberly Scholar Award, American University Washington College of Law, for 

“Theorizing Agency” (2006)  
 
 

TEACHING AWARDS  
 
Public Interest/Public Service Scholars’  Third Annual Faculty Award, Student-awarded honor 

given to a faculty member for outstanding support of public interest at the law school 
(2009)   

 
American Association of Law Schools, Teacher of the Year Award, recipient from American 

University, Washington College of Law (2004) 
 

EDUCATION 
 

Yale Law School, J.D.,  
YALE LAW JOURNAL, Reviews & Comments Editor 

 
Bryn Mawr College, A.B.,  

Sociology and anthropology, magna cum laude 
 

JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP  
 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, Honorable Delores K. Sloviter.  Philadelphia, PA. 

  
 
 PUBLICATIONS (S ELECTED ) 
BOOKS 
 
DEFINING THE STRUGGLE: NATIONAL ORGANIZING FOR RACIAL JUSTICE, 1880-1915 (Oxford 

University Press, 2013; paperback ed., 2016), winner of Liberty Legacy Award by the 
Organization of American Historians  

 
LAWYERS’  ETHICS AND THE PURSUIT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE: A CRITICAL READER (NYU Press  
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       Critical America Series, 2005) 
 
 CRITICAL REVIEWS OF BOOKS L ISTED ABOVE (MAJOR ONLY )  
 

Christopher W. Schmidt, Legal History and the Problem of the Long Civil Rights 
Movement (Review of Susan D. Carle, DEFINING THE STRUGGLE), 41 LAW   

&  SOCIAL INQUIRY 1081–1107 (2016) 
 

Paul Tremblay, Critical Legal Ethics (Review of LAWYERS' ETHICS AND THE 

PURSUIT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE: A CRITICAL READER, edited by Susan D. 
Carle), 20 GEORGETOWN JOURNAL OF LEGAL ETHICS 133-61 (2007)  

 
JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS (MAJOR ARTICLES ) 
 
Liquidation and the Fourteenth Amendment, FLORIDA L. REV. (forthcoming Jan. 2024), available 

on SSRN at https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4419264 
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Thomas McDonald & Delphine Nougayrède) 
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From Buchanan to Button: Legal Ethics and the NAACP (Part II), 8 T
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John Dewey and the Legal Realists, 12 THE ADVOCATE 29 (2003)  
 
Critical Perspectives on the Legal Profession in England and Wales (Book Review), 17 

GEORGETOWN J. OF LEGAL ETHICS 165 (2003) 
 
Women in Law (Book Reviews), 8 AMERICAN UNIVERSITY JOURNAL OF GENDER, SOCIAL POLICY 

AND LAW 795 (2000) 
 
TESTIMONY AND NON-ACADEMIC WRITING  
 
Testimony in Support of S.B. 779, Due Process Hearings for Children with Disabilities - Burden 

of Proof. Maryland State Senate, Annapolis, MD (Feb. 2014)  
 
Testimony in Support of H.B. 1198, Due Process Hearings for Children with Disabilities  
Burden of Proof. Maryland House of Delegates, Annapolis, MD (Feb. 2014)  
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“Using a Comparative Lens to Evaluate Turn-of-the-
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Washington & Lee Law School, Faculty Workshop, “Social Psychology and the Failures of the 

Reconstruction Amendments” (Jan. 2022)  
 

Duke Law School, Colloquium on Civil Rights Enforcement, “The Failures of the 
Reconstruction Amendments’ Framers” (Jan. 2022)  

 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund Civil Rights Training Institute, “Legal Ethics Issues for Movement 

Lawyers” (with Alina Ball) (Oct. 2021)   
 
“Social Movement Lawyering in Unequal Cities:  Reimagining Economic Justice after the 

Uprising” (with Alina Ball), Writers’ Workshop for Clinical Scholars (Oct. 2021)  
 
Hiring Conference, Association of American Law Schools, Candidate Workshop, Group Leader 

and Commentator (Aug. 2021) 
 
Southeastern Association of Law Schools Annual Conference, Discussant, “Employment and 

Labor Law in the Face of COVID” (July 2021) 
 
Practicing Law Institute, Prison Law Conference, Solo Speaker, “Ethical Considerations:  

Settlements in Public Interest Law” (June 2021)  
 
National Disability Rights Network, Annual Conference, Panelist, Conflicts of Interest in NDRN 

Work (June 2021)  
 
Epstein, Becker & Green, Counsel to Counsel Conference, Panelist, “General Counsel Ethical 

Obligations:  Navigating Conflicts Today’s General Counsels Face” (May 2021)  
 
National Disability Rights Network, CEO and NDRN Board Meeting, Panelist, Conflicts of 

Interest Training (March 2021)  
  
American Employment Law Council (AELC) Annual Conference, Featured Speaker, “Legal 

Ethics:  Responding to Three Crises of these Times: COVID, the “Me Too” Movement, 
and the Antiracist Imperative” (Oct. 2020 and invited again for Nov. 2021) 

   
Washington College of Law Rapid Response Community-Wide Teach In, Speaker, “The 

Jurisprudence of Ruth Bader Ginsburg” (Sept. 2020)  
  
University of California at Irvine Law School, Center for Empirical Research on the Legal 

Profession, presented “The Current Anxiety about JD Advantage Jobs” (Sept. 2020) 
 
Washington College of Law Faculty Speaker Series, commentator on Seema Mohapatra & 

Ruqaiijah Yearby, “Combatting Structural Discrimination in the COVID-19 Pandemic 
(Sept. 2020) 
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Association of American Law Schools Annual Entry-Level Hiring Conference, Group Facilitator 

and Speaker (Aug. 2020) 
 
Texas A & M Law School, Webinar, “Excellence in Teaching Professional Responsibility 

Online,” Presenter (Aug. 2020) 
 
Association of American Law Schools Annual Meetings, various locations.  Designed, organized 

and chaired a recurring panel entitled “So You Want to Publish a Book?” bringing 
together publishers, literary agents and authors to provide advice for law professors new 
to book publishing. (Jan. 2020, 2018, 2016)  

 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund Civil Rights Training Institute. Led interactive legal ethics training 

entitled “Ethics Issues in Movement Lawyering”  (Oct. 2019)  
 
Association of American Law Schools Faculty Recruitment Conference, Washington, DC.  

Speaker at Candidates’ Workshop (Oct. 2019)  
 
Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.  Panelist on “The 

Americanization of Legal Education:  Critical Histories” Roundtable (May 2019)  
 
Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.  Presented “Acting Differently:  

How Social Neuroscience Can Inform Anti-Discrimination Law,” in session entitled 
“Recognizing Discrimination” (May 2019)    

 
National People of Color Conference, Washington, DC.  Panelist on “So You Want to Publish a 

Book?” Panel; Commentator for Works in Progress Session (March 2019)   
 
University of Florida Law School, Gainesville, FL.  Faculty Workshop. Presented “Acting 

Differently: How Social Neuroscience Can Help Inform Antidiscrimination Law” (Sept. 
2018)   

 
National Disability Rights Network (NDRN), Baltimore, MD. Delivered legal ethics training to 

attorneys at NDRN’s annual meeting (May 2018)  
 
Hofstra Law School, Hempstead, NY. Movement Lawyering Roundtable, presented “Legal 

Ethics Issues in Workers’ Coalition Campaign” (April 2018) 
 
Bulgarian Institute for Legal Initiatives, Sofia, Bulgaria. Spoke at conference on “Significance of 

Fundamental Legal Disciplines in the Study of Law and Ethical Dimensions of Legal 
Education”; consulted on building legal ethics curricula in Bulgarian law schools (Jan. 
2018)   

 
Columbia University, Harriman Institute, New York, NY.  Panelist co-presenting “The Reform 
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of the Russian Legal Profession:  Three Varying Perspectives” (Dec. 2017) 
 
Moscow State University, Moscow, Russia. Served as co-teacher with others in a week-long 

program for top Russian law students on comparative legal ethics, examining U.S., 
European, British and Russian legal ethics rules. (Oct. 2017 and Nov. 2018) 

 
Fordham Law School, New York, NY. Panelist co-presenting “The Reform of the Russian Legal 

Profession:  Three Varying Perspectives” (Dec. 2017) 
 
American Society for Legal History, University of Nevada, NV.  Panelist commenting on Shaun 

Ossei-Owusu’s winning paper, “Racial Discounting and Self-Help:  Blacks, 
Americanization, and the Early 20th Century Legal Aid Movement,” for Kathryn T. 
Preyer Memorial Prize (Oct. 2017) 

 
UCLA Law School, Legal Ethics Schmooze, Los Angeles, CA.  Presented “The Legal Ethics of 

Movement Lawyering” and commented on fellow participants’ papers in a gathering of 
leading legal ethics scholars (July 2017) 

 
University of Wisconsin Law School, “Law and Litigation in Equality Movements”  Workshop. 

Served as senior scholar commentator at junior scholar workshop. (April 2017)   
 
Stanford Law School, Law, Culture, and Humanities Annual Meeting, Palo Alto, CA.  Presented 

“Performance Discrimination,” on a panel entitled “Subordination and Exclusion” (April 
2017)  

 
UCLA Law School, Los Angeles, CA.  Panelist on session entitled “Social Movement in Legal 

History: Revisiting the Foundational Debates,” as part of UCLA Law Review symposium 
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International Legal Ethics Conference VII, New York City. Presented “The Settlement Problem 
in Public Interest Law” on a panel entitled “Hardest Issues in Public Interest Law.” Also 
organized and moderated a panel entitled “Comparative Legal Profession Histories.” 
(July 2016)  

 
International Working Group on Legal Professions (IWGLP) Meeting, Andorra la Vella, 

Andorra. Presented “Law’s Protection for Difficult People,” on a panel entitled “Legal 
Profession Histories” (July 2016)  

 
National Disability Rights Network Annual Conference, Baltimore, MD. Presented “The 

Settlement Problem in Public Interest Law” (June 2016)  
 
Gender and 
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University of Indiana School of Law Colloquium on Scholarship in Employment and Labor Law, 
Bloomington, IN. Presented “Analyzing Social Impairments under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act” (Sept. 2015)  

 
Federal Bar Association, Conference on Women in the Law, Washington, DC. Presented 

“Diversity as a Legal Ethics Issue” (June 2015)  
 
U.S. Department of State International Visitor Leadership Program, Washington DC. 

“Advancing and Sustaining Civic Engagement,” delivered keynote address to 
international visitors entitled “Lessons in Civic Engagement drawn from the Civil Rights 
Struggle in the United States” (March 2015)  

 
U.S. Department of State International Visitor Leadership Program, Washington DC. Delivered 

address on “U.S. Civil Rights Struggle” to a delegation of European visitors involved in 
social justice activism for the Roma people (April 2015) 

 
District Court of the Virgin Islands, Sixth Annual District Conference, St. Thomas, Virgin 

Islands. Presented interactive legal ethics training entitled “Ethics in the Age of Social 
Media” (Jan. 2015)  

 
Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting, Washington, DC. Presented “Law and 

the Heroic in Legal Civil Rights History” (with Judith Resnick, Harold Koh and others). 
(Jan. 2015)  

 
Washington College of Law Distinguished Speakers Series, Washington DC. Provided 

comments on Professor Stephen Rich’s paper, “Why Diversity?” (Nov. 2014)  
 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Annual Training Institute, Warrenton, VA. Conducted interactive 

training on legal ethics issues confronting civil rights la
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International Legal Ethics Conference, London, England. Presented “Lawyers, Non-Lawyers and 
Legal Reform: Two 
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Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC. Faculty Workshop Series. Presented 
“Inventing Civil Rights Lawyering, 1880-1915” (March 2013) 

 
Federalist Society/WCL Democrats Club Debate, Washington DC. Debated Dr. Robert Pilon of 

the Cato Institute on the constitutionality of affirmative action in education (March 2013)  
 
Georgetown University Law Center, Center for the Study of Center for the Study of the Legal 

Profession and Black Law Students Association. Washington, DC. Presented 
“Forerunners of the NAACP: Inventing Civil Rights Lawyering, 1880-1915” (Feb. 2013)  

 
WCL Distinguished Speakers Series, Washington, DC. Presented “Defining the Struggle: 

National Racial Justice Organizing, 1880-1915” (Jan. 2013) 
 
UCLA Law School Faculty Colloquium, Los Angeles, CA. Presented “Forerunners of the 

NAACP: Inventing Civil Rights Lawyering, 1880-1915” (Nov. 2012) 
  
Mid-Atlantic Law and Society Association, Drexel Law School, Philadelphia, PA. Presented 

“Forerunners of the NAACP” (Oct. 2012)  
 
Baldy Center, SUNY Buffalo, NY. Presented “Inventing Civil Rights Lawyering: National 

Organizing for Racial Justice, 1880-1915” (Oct. 2012)   
 
International Association of Legal Ethics Conference, Banff, Canada. Presented “The Early 

History of American National Organization Building on Racial Justice Issues, 1880-
1915” (July 2012) 

 
National Institute for Teaching Legal Ethics and Professionalism Conference, Banff, Canada. 

Invited Speaker. Presented “Strategies for Integrating Social Justice Issues in an Ethics 
and Professionalism Course” (July 2012)  

 
Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Honolulu, Hawaii. Presented “The National 

Association of Colored Women’s Clubs and Niagara Movement Compared,” on a panel 
on "Lawyers and Social Change in 20th Century America,” organized and chaired by 
Prof. Robert Gordon. (June 2012)  

 
Association of Professional Responsibility Lawyers Conference, Yeditepe University Law 

School, Istanbul, Turkey. Helped facilitate and took part in a visit and presentations 
fostering collaboration between Turkish005 Tw 1.8 (l)-2  2 (I Td
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Fifth Annual Labor and Employment Law Colloquium, Washington University at St. Louis, MO. 

Presented “What We Can Learn from a Social Movement History of Disparate Impact 
Law.” (September 2010) 

  
Stanford Law School, Stanford, CA. International Legal Ethics Conference, IV. Presented “Legal 

Ethics and Structural Change: A Case Study” (July 2010) 
 
International Congress of Comparative Law, XVIII, Washington, DC. Private Law Theory 

Workshop. Chaired closing panel entitled “Where Do We Go from Here?” (July 2010) 
 
International Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting, Milan, Italy. Presented “An Analysis 

of Recent U.S. Developments in Disparate Impact or Effects-Based Employment 
Antidiscrimination Law” (June 2010)   

 
Distinguished Speakers Series, American University Washington College of Law, Washington, 

DC. Commentator on Robert Dinerstein, “Engaged Client Centered Counseling about 
Client Choices”  (Feb. 2010)  

 
American University Washington College of Law, Washington, DC. Conference entitled 

“Employment Discrimination: 
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Mid-Atlantic Clinical Theory Workshop, Howard Law School, Paper Presentation, “Why Power, 

Not Justice, Should Guide Lawyers’  Ethical Analysis”  (April 2006)  
 
National Association of Protection and Advocacy Systems Annual Conference. Speaker, Ethics 

Issues in Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities: Who is the Client?”  Alexandria, VA 
(June 2005)  

 
Association of American Law Schools Mid-Year Meeting, conference entitled “Legal Ethics in a 

New Millennium: New Practice, New Rules, New Visions.” Plenary Session Moderator, 
"Pedagogy: The Challenges of Teaching.” Montreal, Canada (June 2005) 

 
Law and Society Annual Meeting. Speaker, “The Influence of Classical Pragmatism on the Early 

Thought of W.E.B. Du Bois and the Origins of the NAACP’s Desegregation Strategy” ; 
Speaker, “Examining Informal Structures of Power in Sexual Harassment Law”; 
Discussant, “Regulating the Employment Relationship in Contemporary Society”; Chair, 
“Governance of the Workplace in Contemporary Society.” Las Vegas, NV (June 2005)   

 
American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting. Panelist, “Roundtable: Ethical Problems 

and Legal Rules Surrounding the Use of Lawyers’  Papers as Historical Sources.” Austin, 
Texas (Nov. 2004)  

 
Association of American Law Schools Annual Meeting. 
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American University Washington College of Law, Washington, DC.  Faculty Speaker Series, 

Commentator, “Deconstructing the Ideal-Worker Norm in Market Work” (book chapter 
by Joan Williams) (Oct. 1998) 

 
Association of American Law Schools Workshop for New Law Teachers, Washington DC.  

Speaker, “Reports from the Field: Reflections by Recent New Law Teachers’ Alumni” 
(July 1998) 

 
American University Washington College of Law, Washington, DC.  Faculty Speaker Series, 

Commentator, Jane Larson, “The Politics of Heterosexuality”  (Jan. 1998) 
 
Catholic University, Washington, DC. Conference on Learning from Practice, Speaker, 

“Experience as Text”  (March 1998) 
 
 PROFESSIONAL SERVICE (SELECTED ) 
 
EXTERNAL  
 
Lawyers’ Without Borders. Designed and conducted eight-hour training on U.S. legal ethics for 

displaced Afghan judges and lawyers. (Jan.-May 2023) 
 
Government Accountability Project, Board of Directors, Member and Vice Chair (2018-present)  
 
Consulting Legal Ethics Expert, McAllister Olivarius Law Firm, London & New York (Feb. – 
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Member, 
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Chair, Planning Committee for 2011 Association of American Law Schools’ Annual Meeting 
“
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Expert Witness, US v. Binyam Mohamed (spring 2006). Submitted one of eleven expert witness 

statements on conflict of interest issues on behalf of a Guantanamo Bay detainee.   
 
Manuscript Reviewer, Oxford University Press, University of North Carolina Press, Wolters 

Kluwer Law & Business, Aspen Press, NYU Press, Law & History Review, Law & Social 
Inquiry, Journal of Legal Education, Law & Society Review (ongoing to present)  

 
Member, Scholarly Paper Selection Committee, Association of American Law Schools (2001-

02) 
 
Consultant, National Institute for Corrections Training Sessions on Preventing Staff Sexual 

Misconduct in Prisons, Employment Law Issues (2000-2012)  
 
Member, National Postal Mail Handlers Union Scholarship Committee (2001-2020) 
 
Member, Local Planning Committee, Association of American Law Schools Equal Justice 

Project Colloquium (Sept. 2000) 
 
INTERNAL  
 
Member, Advisory Board, AU Interdisciplinary Collaboration on Neuroscience, Policy and Law 

(2020-present) 
 
Member, Planning Committee, AU Project on Neuroscience, Policy and Law Conference (2023-

present)  
 
Co-Host, Lobes and Robes Podcast of AU Project on Neuroscience, Policy, and Law (2021-

present, two seasons and starting third)  
 
Vice Dean, WCL. Primary responsibilities included oversight over revenue diversification and 

enhancement efforts through a new MLS program and six LL.M. programs; general 
program development; attention to budget trimming; liaising with university on various 
faculty and other matters; supervising assistant dean for adjunct affairs and handling 
various diversity, equity and inclusion matters.  (2018-2021)   

 
Associate Dean for Scholarship, WCL. Primary responsibilities including building this role as 

first associate dean with this position at the law school, mentoring junior faculty 
members, and promoting scholarship at WCL. (2005-2008)   

 
Chair, WCL Faculty Curriculum Committee (2008-2009; 2011-2012; 2013-14; 2015-16; 2016-

17, 2023-24) 
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adoption of WCL’s first faculty-approved policy on quality standards for online 
curricular offerings).    

 
SJD Dissertation Advisor and Committee Chair, Justice Esther Kisaakye (Uganda) (now a 

Justice on the highest court of Uganda), EMPLOYMENT D
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Bredhoff & Kaiser, Washington, DC. Attorney. Handled litigation and other matters for firm 
representing labor unions and employees in complex and appellate litigation.  

 
U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, Washington, DC. Appellate Attorney. Drafted 

briefs and argued before federal courts of appeals in civil rights cases in criminal, 
employment, housing, and voting rights areas. Wrote drafts of United States briefs in 
Johnson Controls v. UAW, 499 U.S. 187 (1991) (application of Title VII to employers’  
fetal protection policies) and 


