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    Conducted research on Chinese foreign policy norms and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
    Audited and participated in graduate-level Chinese language courses on Sino-American relations  
    Presented research findings to other scholars 
 
   Council on Foreign Relations      
   Research Associate     December 2006–June 2008 
    Assisted Senior Fellow Adam Segal in research by writing over 100 memos 
    Prepared more than $250,000 budget for Dr. Segal’s programs and planned roundtables 
    Conducted conference for peers and presented paper on Chinese and Russian foreign policy 
    
LANGUAGES Chinese: Fluent reading and speaking 
 Russian: Fluent reading and speaking 
 
 Critical Language Scholarship (US State Department)  June 2010–July 2010 
  Spent two months studying Russian in Ufa, Russia 
 
 Rep. of China Chinese Language Fellowship (FLAS)  September 2004–August 2005     
  Spent full year studying Chinese at ICLP at National Taiwan University



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“What Xi Jinping Learned—And Didn’t Learn—From His Father About Xinjiang,” in The Diplomat, November 26, 2019 

 
“Chinese Society amid Mao’s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution: The Roots and Nature of the Tragedy: Commentary 
by Joseph Torigian,” in Journal of Cold War Studies (Spring 2019), 21 (2): 177–88 

 
“Elite Politics and Foreign Policy in China from Mao to Xi,” in Revolution or Evolution? Xi Jinping and the Future of China’s 
Foreign Policy, Brookings Institution, January 22, 2019.  

 
   “Don’t Count on China to Rein in North Korea. Here’s Why,” in Washington Post’s Monkey Cage, February 17, 2017  
 
   “The Shadow of Deng Xiaoping on Chinese Elite Politics,” in War on the Rocks, January 30, 2017 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 Harvard University Weatherhead Center   November 2018 
  Participant in Harvard International Security Cluster 
 
 China Since the Cultural Revolution (Wilson Center)  October 2018 
  Presented on Xi Zhongxun at Conference  
 
 APSA       August 2018 
  Presented “The Civil-Military Relations of Tiananmen Square” 
 
 The Society of Historians for American Foreign Relations June 2018 
  Presented “Khrushchev and the Bomb” 
 

Tianwen lianhe xuehui wenge bowuguan chouwei hui (Tianwen Lianhe Society Cultural Revolution Museum Preparatory 
Committee)       June 2018 

  Presented “Did the Gang of Four Have Their Own Ideology?” (In Chinese) 
   
 Association for Asian Studies    March 2018 
  Presented  “Problems with Factions in Chinese Politics: The Case of Chen Yun” 
 
 Brookings-Carnegie-Tobin     January 2018 
  Presented at Workshop on Policy Implications of New Research in Politics and International History 
 
 Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies November 2017 
  Participated in panel “New Opportunities in the Russian Archives” 
 
 Stanford Dialogue      August 2016–December 2019 

 Note-taker for meetings between American, Chinese, and Russian retired military officers on strategic stability 
 
Tobin Project       March 2017–September 2018 
 Participated in Tobin Project on Nuclear Threat Assessment 
 

 Hoover Institution Workshop on Authoritarian Regimes  July 2016 
  “Prestige, Manipulation, and Coercion: Elite Power Struggles and the Fate of Three Revolutions” 
 
 Stanford Nuclear Youth Forum with MEPhI   May 2016 
  Participated in conference in Moscow with Russian nuclear experts 
 
 Clements Center, UT Austin    July 2015  
  Participant in Summer Seminar in History and Statecraft 
 
 International Studies Association    March 2015 
  Presented  “Scientific Realism and Qualitative Methods” 
 
 SICAR       Summer 2012 
  Spent one week at seminar on archives at George Washington University 
 
 International Studies Association    March 2012 
  Presented “Chinese Civil-Military Relations and the Roots of Political Change” 
 
 International Studies Association    March 2011 
  Chaired panel: “Reassessing Power Transitions” 
  Presented “The Rhetoric of Rise” 
 
 New Era Foreign Policy Conference     March 2010 
  Participated in two day workshop for young scholars interested in policy issues  
 
INVITED TALKS  University College Dublin     October 2024 
  Book chapter on “Princeling Politics” from The Party’s Interests Come First 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Global Conference on New Sinology (Delhi)   September 2024 
  Keynote: Xi Jinping’s Leadership Psychology 
 
 Political Economy Series (National University of Singapore, Hong Kong Baptist University, National Taiwan University, 

and the China Europe International Business School)  September 2024 
  Book talk on Prestige, Manipulation, and Coercion 
 
 Osaka School of International Public Policy    July 2024 
  The “New” and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  “Sino-Russian relations” 
 
 Tibet Policy Institute (Dharamsala)    May 2023 
  “Chinese Politics under Xi Jinping” 
 
 Carnegie India 
  “Sino-Russian Relations in Historic Context: Ideology, Agency, and Interests” 
 
 Centre for Social and Economic Progress (Delhi)  May 2023 
  “The ‘New’ and ‘Old’ in Xi Jinping as a Chinese Leader” 
  
 Great Decisions (Vermont)     May 2023 
  “US-China Relations” 
 
 Wilson Center 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  Consultant on Russia/Ukraine conflict 
 
 University of Michigan      August 2022 
  Book talk on Prestige, Manipulation, and Coercion 
 
 Lowy Institute      July 2022 
  The R







 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Research referenced in “Xi Jinping’s Succession Problem—and China’s,” Wall Street Journal, May 19, 2023 
 
 Interviewed in “China Will Want to Make India’s U.S. Ties Costly, Says Joseph Torigian,” The Hindu, May 6, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “O que está por trás da aliança entre China e Rússia,” BBC Brasil, March 23, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “China and Russia: Explaining a Long, Complicated Friendship,” AP, March 22, 2023 
 
 Quoted on “The World” with Daniel Ofman, March 20, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “Putin and Xi Call Each Other a ‘Dear Friend.’ But Their Main Common Cause Is the U.S.,” LA Times, 

March 21, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “Putin and Xi’s Big Moscow Meeting, Briefly Explained,” Vox, March 20, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on BBC Newsday (television), March 20, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “Xi Jinping Meeting Vladimir Putin in Boost for Isolated Russia Leader,” AP, March 20, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “Xi’s Embrace of Putin Dents His Chances of Playing Peacemaker on Ukraine,” Bloomberg, March 19, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “Xi to Visit Russia for First Time Since Putin’s Invasion of Ukraine,” Bloomberg, March 17, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “China Has Weapons to Give Russia an Edge in Ukraine—Why Hasn’t It?,” Christian Science Monitor, March 

15, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on BBC Newshour (radio), February 24, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on NBC, February 23, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on NRD (German public radio), February 23, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (television), February 23, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on Drum Tower podcast (The Economist), February 27, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “China’s Palace Politics: Xi Jinping Loyalists Compete for Power,” Financial Times, January 24, 2023 
 
 Quoted in “Waiting for Xie Feng: Decoding China’s New Ambassador,” Politico, January 19, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on Bu mingbai boke podcast, January 14, 2023 
 
 Interviewed on SiriusXM Business Radio Wharton Business Daily, December 12, 2022 
 
 Contribution included in “Jiang Zemin, 1926–2022”: A ChinaFile Conversation, December 2, 2022 
 
 Interviewed in “Joseph Torigian on Making Sense of Chinese Politics,” The Wire, November 20, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “China Affirms Ties with Russia But Signals That It’s Becoming More Guarded About the War,” New York 

Times, November 16, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on All Things Policy podcast, November 7, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on DW News (on 20th Party Congress), October 31, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Xi Jinping Has Surrounded Himself with Loyalists,” The Economist, October 27, 2022 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Quoted in “Xi Jinping’s New Leadership Line-Up Spells Trouble for Bilateral Ties,” Politico, October 27, 2022 
 

 Interviewed on “Episode 23: What China’s National Party Congress Means for the World,” What China Wants podcast, 
October 27, 2022 

 
 Quoted in “‘Un país fuerte debe tener un ejército fuerte’: 3 lecciones que sacó Xi Jinping del colapso de la URSS (y 

cómo marcan su gobierno en China),” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Quoted in “Xi Jinping’s Quest for Total Control of China Is Just Getting Started,” Washington Post, October 5, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on Mingjing (Chinese language internet television), October 1, 2022 
 
 Quoted throughout “The Prince,” The Economist podcast series, September 28, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “The Unravelling of Vladimir Putin,” New Statesman, September 28, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Chinese Politics Has Become Even More of a Black Box under Xi Jinping,” Globe and Mail, September 26, 

2022 
 
 Quoted in “United Front: Understanding China and Russia’s Deepening Alliance,” Christian Science Monitor, September 

20, 2022 
 
 Interview on Departures podcast, September 19, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Xi and Putin Meet and Pledge to ‘Inject Stability’ in the World,” Washington Post, September 15, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “When Putin and Xi Meet, It Is Beijing Coming Out on Top,” NBC News, September 15, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Challenges for Russia and China Test a ‘No-Limits’ Friendship,” New York Times, September 13, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “China-Russia Bond Tightens As Moscow Sees Ukraine Setbacks,” AFP, September 13, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Xi’s Next Power Play May Be Age Limits for Everyone But Himself,” Bloomberg, September 12, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on New Books Network podcast, September 7, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Chinese React to Gorbachev’s Death, Accuse Him of Selling Out to Russia,” Washington Post, August 31, 

2022 
 
 Teaching mentioned in “Xi Jinping’s Radical Secrecy,” Atlantic Monthly, August 21, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “US-China Ties Hit New Low, Thaw in Now Frozen Ties Unlikely in Near Future,” AFP, August 6, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on “Elite Power Struggles in the CCP and USSR,” ChinaTalk podcast, July 22, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on “Elite Power Struggles after Stalin and Mao,” The Diplomat, July 18, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “China and Russia: Exploring Ties Between Two Authoritarian Powers,” CFR Backgrounder, June 14, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Is China Slowly Turning Its Back to Russia?,” Newsweek, June 9, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Beijing Sticks to Xi’s Covid-19 Stance While Endorsing Premier as Economic Fixer,” Wall Street Journal, June 

3, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “‘All the Power Is in His Hands’: Why Xi Jinping Remains Supreme,” Financial Times, June 2, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on “How to Win a Power Struggle,” Historically Thinking podcast, May 23, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “In Xi’s Big Year, Political Price of China’s Pandemic Policy Climbs,” AFP, May 22, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Political Stakes High as Beijing Responds to Virus Outbreak,” AP, April 29, 2022 
 
 Interviewed on “Elite Purges in Marxist-Leninist Regimes,” Pekingology podcast, CSIS, April 20222 
 
 Quoted in “Warum China als Friedensmakler ausfällt,” Der Spiegel, April 14, 2022 
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Quoted in “Bristling Against the West, China Rallies Domestic Sympathy for Russia,” New York Times, April 4, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “China’s Ukraine Calculus: Understanding China’s Position in the Ukraine War,” The Wire, March 27, 2022 
 
 Quoted in “Personal T

ies T

hat Bind: How Xi

-

Putin Relationship Has Evolved

,” 

Aljazeera, March 18, 2022 
 
 Interview on The Attitude with Arnie Arnesen, April 29, 2022 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Quoted in “Rescuing China’s Muzzled Past, One Footnote at a Time (There Are 2,421),” New York Times, July 26, 2021 
 
 Quoted in “Chinese Tourists Throng ‘Red Tourism’ Sites To Mark Communist Party Centennial,” NPR, July 21, 2021 
 
 Interview in Il Manifesto 



 

 

 

 

 

 

21, 2020 
 
 Quote included in “In China’s Crisis, Xi Sees a Crucible to Strengthen His Rule,” New York Times, May 20, 2020 
 
 Quote included in “China Investigates Property Tycoon Who Criticised Government Over Coronavirus Outbreak,” The 

Telegraph, April 8, 2020 
 
 Quote included in “Chinese Mogul Faces Probe for Essay Critical of President Xi’s Coronavirus Handling,” Wall Street 

Journal, April 7, 2020 
 
 Interview on Xi Jinping’s father, Mingjing television (in Chinese), February 28, 2020  
 
 Interview on Deng Xiaoping, Mingjing television (in Chinese), February 27, 2020  
 
 Interview on Xi Jinping’s father and Xinjiang, Mingjing television (in Chinese), December 4, 2019 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TEACHING  Advisor to masters student writing Substantial Research Paper  Fall 2021, Summer 2022 
 
 SIS “Teaching Triangle”     Spring 2021 
 
 


