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DEFINITIONS
Competitisshall mean the-Wieerican Human Rights Moot Court Competition.

Memoriashall mean the written pleadings of each Participating Team.

Observeghall mean any individual that attends the Competition that is not an officMEfrdzam
Bailiff or Judge.

Oral Argument Sessiaill mean the single match between two Participating Teams;esaating
the VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION and one representing the STATE.

Participant Teashall mean a team that has officially registered to attend gadecwmmthe
Competition.

Problernshall mean the Hypothetical Case as written under the direction of the Tamhnidie.

Roleshall mean either the VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/ or COMMISSION or the STATE.
Designation of the Plaintiff in eackeahall be established by the hypothetical case of each year.

Team Membsnall refer to the two students and the Coach that constitute a Participant Team.

Competitém individual Team Member, currently studying for a Juris Doctor (J.Djtemiggional
equivalent, who represents his/her school through written and oral arguments.

Team Numbsehall mean the number assigned to each Participating Team for ideifipases.
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3.4 Health Insurance

All Participant Competitors, Coaches, Judges, Bailiffs and Observers must possess proof of adequate
medical insurance to co
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part of the online registration.
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5.4.1 Observation of Rounds

Unless expressly stated otherwise by a member of the Technical Committee, Judges should recuse
themselves if they are scheduled to judge the round of a Team they have observed in a previous round.
Due to this rule, judges are discouraged from observing rounds they are not scheduled to

judge.

5.5 Number of Judges
The number of Judges assigned to evaluate each Memorial and oral round will be determined by the

American University Washington College of Law
iamoot@wcl.american.edu Pdage



mailto:iamoot@wcl.american.edu

2024 IntetAmerican Human Rights Moot Court Competition
Official Rules Updatedniary 23, 2024

RULE 6: BAILIFFS

6.1 Eligibility and Registration

Any person with an interest in maourting or the InteAmerican system may apply to be a Bailiff,
including students high school age or older, educators, and legal professionals. Iniesestay pa
apply online by the date indicated in the Competition Calendar (see Appendix A).

6.1.1. Selection Criteria

The Technical Committee will review applications as received and will choose individuals to serve as
Bailiffs based on the needs of the Competition and the applicant’s interest in the position. There are
twenty (20) positions available, and once all positions are filled, registration will be closed. Students
attending schools that are participating in the Competition may not servefaexgaiif in
exceptional circumstances, as decided by the Technical Committee.

6.2 Responsibilities

Bailiffs must attend a training session as indicated in the Competition Calendar. They are required to
oversee three (3) rounds per dayraust report to headquarters thirty (30) minutes prior to their
scheduled round. Specific responsibilities include preparing score sheets, setting up their assigned
room, communicating any problems to the Competition staff, keeping time during the oral rounds,
enforcing the rules, overseeing all documents, and returning completed score sheets to the
Competition staff.

6.3 Confidentiality

Bailiffs have a duty not to disclose confidential information about the Problem, the Bench
Memorandum or other Competition documeBddiffs also have a duty to keep confidential the oral
round scores.

If a Baliliff is found to be sharing the Bench Memorandum with members of participant Teams, both
the Bailiff and the Team of the Participants who saw the Memorial shall be exctudeel fro
Competition for that year. The Technical Committee will determine the appropriate penalty depending
on the severity of the offense.

RULE 7: THE MOOT COURT HYPOTHETICAL CASE (THE PROBLEM)

7.1 Case Subject Area and Author/s

The Competition's hypothetical case ("Problem") shall be drafted each year by international human
rights scholars and practitioners selected by the Technical Committee. The subject area of each year’s
Problem shall be determined by the Technical Committee and shall attempt to reflect issues of current
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concern to the InteAmerican System.

7.2 Translation and Revision of the Case

The Case will be translated by professional translators into the three (3) official languages of the
Competition. Following the publication of the Case, there will be a three (3) week period in which
Competitors, Coaches, Judges, and Observers may submit any concerns regarding the language use
in the translated text. Once the revision period is closed, the Competition will post a corrected version
in each language, which will henceforth be the official text of the Case for the Competition.

7.3 Clarifications to Case

Only Participant Teams that have completed their registration (as outlined in Rule 3.1) and
registered the names of its Competitors by no later than 5:00 pm EST on the day when Clarification
Questions are due (see Appendix A) will be eligible to submit requests of clarifications of points of
fact in the case. Each eligible Team may submit in writing up to three (3) requ
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RULE 8: MEMORIAL

8.1 Number of Memorials

Each Team will prepare one (1) legal brief representing either the
VICTIMS/PETITIONERS/COMMISSION or the STATE as assigned upon registration. Teams
will not prepare a Memorial for both sidemsms that do not present a memorial will not be able to
participate in the oral argument sessions.

8.2 Team ldentification on Memorials

The Team Memorial must display the official Team Number in the uppkamdgtorner. This

number must appear on every page of the Memorial including the cover page. Failure to include the
official Team Number on every page of the Memorial including the cover page will result in a penalty
(see Rule 8.8). No names of participants, nations or schools may appear anywhere on or within the
Memorials. The Technical Committee will maintain the confidentiality of the official Team Number.
Signature pages are prohibited except as expressly required by the Technical Committee in Rule 8.6.

8.3 Constituent Parts

All Memorials must contain the éoling sections, as listed, in the following order: 1) Title Page; 2)
Table of Contents; 3) Index of Authorities; 4) Statement of Facts; 5) Legal Analysis; 6) Request for
Relief. Failure to include any section, to properly label any section or to shbenmitdahal in the

correct order will result in a penalty pursuant to Rule 8.8.

8.3.1 Title Page

The Title Page of the Memorial should include the case name, official Team Number in the upper
righthand corner, and assigned Role of VICTIMS and/or PETITION&iR®r COMMISSION

or STATE. There should be no colored background on the page. There should be nothing else on the
Title Page.

8.3.2 Table of Contents

Each Memorial shall have a Table of Contents, clearly listing the remaining sections (and subsections
asis appropriate) and corresponding page numbers of the Memorial. Failure to include this section,
to properly label this section or to place it out of order in accordance with Rule 8.3 will result in a
penalty.

8.3.3 Index of Authorities

Each Memorial sHahclude an Index of Authorities. The Index of Authorities must contain two (2)

parts: a) a listing of legal books and articles used in the Memorial; and b) a listing of legal cases cited
in the Memorial. This index shall include a description of ehchtpatdequate to allow the reader
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to identify and locate the authority in a publicationshalll include the page number(s) of the
Memorial on which each authority is cited. Failure to include this section, to properly label this section
or to place it out of order in accordance with Rule 8.3 will result in a penalty.

8.3.4 Statement of Facts

The Statement of Facts shall be limited to the stipulated facts and necessary inferences from the
Problem and any Clarifications to the Case. The Statement cdifiaaténclude unsupported facts,
distortions of facts, argumentative statemaniisgal conclusions. Failure to include this section, to
properly label this section or to place it out of order in accordance with Rule 8.3 will result in a penalty.

8.3.5Legal Analysis
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other than that stipulated in Rule 8.5. A total of two (2) points will be deducted for Memonals writte

in the wrong font and format, including the footnotes. A total of two (2) points will be deducted if
the official Team Number is not located on every page of the Memorial, including the Title Page. One
(1) point will be deducted for every section omitted
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9.2 Basic Structure
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9.6 Sharing of Memorials

The Memorials of opposing Teams may be exchanged prior to each Oral Round. The Technical
Committee will make all efforts to maxinime time each side will have to review the opposing
Team’s Memorial. The Technical Committee will make copies of the Memorials available online one
(1) week prior to the Competition. Opponents’ Memorials will be provided in the language in which
they weresubmitted. Memorials will not be translated. The Competition Organizer’s will make an
effort to give out printed copies of opponents’ Memorials during-inheldkvever, this is not
guaranteed. Failure to receive an opponent’s Memorial is not grounds for postponing an Oral
Argument Session.

RULE 10: ORAL ARGUMENT PROCEDURES

10.1 General Procedures for Preliminary and SefAmal Oral Rounds

Each Oral Argument Session of the Preliminary aneF8&ihRounds shall consist of ninety (90)
minutes of pleadingsach side being allotted fefitye (45) minutes. The foffiye (45) minute

allotted time shall include the pleadings of both orators from a Participating Team, as well as their
rebuttal or surrebuttal. Both Participating Team Members must make #aulrsigoresentation
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Team, it must also be extended for the oth#éicipating Team. Scoring will be based on the same
criteria as earlier Rounds.

10.3 Order of Pleadings

The order of the pleadings in each round of the Competition shall be:
1. VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION 1
2.VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION 2
3.STATE 1

4.STATE 2

5.VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION Rebuttal

6. STATE Surrebuttal

10.3.1 Rebuttal and Surrebuttal

Each Participating Team shall be allowed to reserve up to ten (10) minutes at the start of the Oral
Argument Session for rebuttal or surrebuttal, which is to be announced by each Participant Team to
the Judges at the beginning of the oral pleadings of the session. Only one (1) Participating Team
Member may deliver the rebuttal or surrabuttthe VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or
COMMISSION do not reserve time for rebuttal, the STATE may not reserve time for surrebuttal. If
the VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION reserve time for rebuttal but then
declines to present rebuttaguanents, the STATE may use their reserved time without restriction as

to the scope of the surrebuttal.

10.3.2 Scope of Pleadings

The scope of the oral pleadings for each Team is not limited to the scope of their written Memorials.
The scope of the VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION's rebuttal is limited to

the scope of the STATE’s oral pleading, and the scope of the STATE’s surrebuttal is limited to the
scope of the VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION's rebuttal, except as stated

in Rule 9.3.1.

10.4 Ex Parte Procedure

In the case of extreme circumstances, where one Team fails to arrive to a scheduled Oral Argument
Session, the Technical Committee, after waiting thirty (30) minutes, may allow the Oral Argument
Session to proceed ex pdmtan ex parpgoceeding, the attending Participating Team presents its

oral pleading, which is scored by the Judges as if they had appeared against the opposing Participating
Team. The Technical Committee may arrange an propagdding for the absent Team if it considers

it appropriate at its discretion.
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10.5.2 Recording and Taking Notes (Generally)

While Participating Competitors, Coaches and Observers may observe other Participating Teams’
Oral Argument Sessions, only the four (4) student Team Members (2 for the VICTIMS and/or
PETITIONERS and/or COMMISSION and 2 for the STATE) giving their oral argument
presentations, as well as one of the team’s coaches and the Judges on the Bench, may take notes durir
the Oral Argument Session. No other individual in attendance may record (either in video or

audio) or take notes of the proceedings. Anyone cauglaking notes will be expelled from the

courtroom and penalties may be awarded to Teams found violating this rule. The Coach that

wishes to take notes must identify themselves at the beginning of the session, when prompted by the
Bailiff. These notes may roa shared or discussed with members of other Teams.

10.5.3 Scouting

Participant Team Members and Observers who attend universities that are participating may not
observe the pleadings of their scheduled opponents in order to prevent an unfair advantage. Any claim
that this Rule has been violated will be investigated immediately by the Technical Committee.

If, after the ensuing investigation, the Technical Committee finds that a Team was scouting an
opponent, that Team may be penalized with at leastf I8%awre in the round where the event

took place. The Technical Committee may impose additional penalties depending on the severity of
the offense.

10.5.4 Coaches as Spectators

Coaches are not allowed to either sit with their Team Members at thableam pass Team
Members notes during any of the Oral Argument Sessions. Coaches will be removed from attending
any future oral round sessions of their Team if they are found to have violated these Rules.

10.6 Video Taping, Recording and Photographs by R&ipants

Those Teams that wish to photograph, record by video or any other recording device or their own
session must submit a request in writing prior to the beginning of the Competition to the Technical
Committee. Permission will be granted at theetieat of the Technical Committee and only with

the agreement of the opposing Team(s). Individuals that violate this Rule will be asked to leave the
oral round session.

10.6.1. Prohibition of Electronic Devices

Cell phones, blackberries, laptops and eletronic devices are not allowed during the oral rounds

for anyone present, including Judges, Team Members, Observers or the general audience. All devices
must be turned off prior to the round. Use of devices during the round could lead to digqualificat

of Team, loss of certificate, or other action deemed appropriate by the Technical Committee.
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RULE 12: REPORTING OF RESULTS

12.1 Publishd Results

The Technical Committee shall, as soon as possible after the completion of the Competition, post the
following information on the Competition Website:

a) Team Memorial Rankings and Scores for the top 50%.

b) Overall Team Rankings and Scores for #lerfnary Round of the Competition for the top 50%.

c) Individual Orators Scores for the Preliminary Round of the Competition for the top 50%.

d) Overall Team Rankings and Scores for theFSeahiRound.

e) Team Rankings for the Final Round of the Competition.

12.2 Unpublished Results

Those Teams who do not find their Memorial, overall, or individual scores published on the
Competition Website maym&il the Competition staff at iamoot@wecl.americaawdiuheir

scores will be sent in a respons&ai. Teams will have ninety (90) days after the Competition to
request their results. After this, the scores will no longer be available.

RULE 13: AWARDS

All Participating Competitors, Coaches, Observers and Judgesceitke a Certificate of
Participation. All Serkinalists will receive a Certificate of Advancement. The first, second and third
best Memorials in English, Spanish, and Portuguese for the VICTIMS and/or PETITIONERS
and/or COMMISSION and the STATE widlaeive a Competition award. The first, second, and third
best individual orators in English, Spanish and Portuguese, the First Place Team, andupe Runner
Team will all receive Competition awards. Additional awards may be given at the discretion of the
Technical Committee.

RULE 14: INTERPRETATION OF RULES
The Technical Committee will interpret the Official Rules and will settle any questions and complaints
that arise in the Competition. The Technical Committee may appoint, as necessary, anrindividual o
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APPENDIX A: 2024 COMPETITION CALENDAR

Registration Opens, Official Rules Available
Hypothetical Case Available

Period of Review for Hypothetical Case
Translation

Publication of Official Version of Hypothetical
Case

Clarificsion Questions on Hypothetical Case
due

Answers to Clarification Questions on
Hypothetical Case Available

Opening housing registration
Team Registration Deadline

Team Memorial Due (without late submission
penalties)

Bailiff Registration Deadline
Observer Registration Deadline
Observer Payment Deadline

Last day to submit a Memorial (with penalties
for late submission)

Judge Registration
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APPENDIX B: 2024 COMPETITION FEES

Team 250
Second Coach 450
Observer 450
Bailiff $0
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